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▪ The United Nations, for statistical 

purposes, defines ‘youth’, as those 

persons between the ages of 15 and 

24 years, without prejudice to other 

definitions by Member States (1981).

▪ The number of young people who left 

the country, Kyrgyztsan, in 2018 was 

2,090 (UNFPA).
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Introduction

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/child-and-young-migrants#:~:text=The%20estimated%20number%20of%20young,(UN%20DESA%2C%202020).

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/themes/child-and-young-migrants#:~:text=The%20estimated%20number%20of%20young,(UN%20DESA%2C%202020).


• In the Russian Federation, for example, 

about 40% of migrants arriving from 

Kyrgyzstan are women (Integral Human 

Development 2021) .

• Young people with a strong aspiration to 

migrate are predominantly male and 

predominantly from the Osh region or 

from rural areas (Harring et al. 2021) .
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Problem Statement

Young people express a desire to migrate  

(Lamby & Harring 2024).



• To provide a comprehensive analysis of the factors, with 

a particular focus on gender disparities and gender 

attitudes, that influence the migration intentions of young 

people in Kyrgyzstan, which are beyond the obvious 

economic factors and poverty.

• To use a unique dataset, Life in Kyrgyzstan (LiK) Study 

2019. 

• To address empirical research gaps. 
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Justification

Source: UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/kyrgyzstan/adolescents-youth


▪ Main Research Question:

Are there significant differences in the reasons for migration 

intention between young men and women in Kyrgyzstan?

▪ Sub-Research Question:

How do traditional gender attitudes, such as the belief that 

"a man's job is to earn money while a woman's job is to care 

for the home and family," influence young women's 

migration intentions in Kyrgyzstan?

▪ Hypotheses:

• Hypothesis 1: Gender Differences in Migration Intentions.

• Hypothesis 2: Influence of Traditional Gender Attitudes on 

Young Women’s Migration Intentions.
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Research Questions & Hypotheses 

Source: Generated by ChatGPT



Theoretical Framework
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Literature Review 

Limited gender-disaggregated data

(Khitarishvili 2016, Vogel 2024)

Political instability & corruption push migration 

(Dibeh et al. 2018, De Grip et al. 2010)

Women migrate to escape restrictive norms (Mahler 

& Pessar 2006, Kofman 2004)

Traditional neoclassical-economic models limit 

gender-sensitive approach (Boyd & Grieco 2003, 

Massey et al. 1993)

Feminist migration lens provides insights in 

migration decisions (Piper 2008, Critelli et al. 2021)

Lack of meritocracy influences aspirations (Etling 

et al. 2020, Van Mol 2016)

Brain drain due to lack of skilled jobs (Ogbenika 2019, 

UNFPA 2021)

Security concerns drive migration choices

(Kahanec & Fabo 2013, Ramos 2013)

Existing studies focus on economic push-pull rather than 

gender differences

(Zhunusova & Roland 2018, Migration Data Portal 2024)

Economic Factors 

Political Factors

Demographic Factors

Gendered Perspectives

Methodological Gaps

#2

#3

#4

Economic underdevelopment pushes youth abroad 

(Dibeh et al. 2019, Chindarkar 2014)

Education & job prospects drive migration (Kahanec & 

Fabo 2013, Van Mol 2016)

#1 Social Factors

Gender attitudes influence migration intentions (De 

Jong et al. 1996, Chicherina (2023)

Traditional norms limit women's mobility (Bühler-Niederberger 

& Schwittek 2014)

Intergenerational family ties impact migration 

(Carling 2014, Schewel 2015)

Family & regional factors shape migration

(Van Dalen & Henkens 2013, Cairns 2014)

Rural-urban divide affects migration

(Cairns & Smyth 2011, Kazakbaeva 2021)
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▪ Empirical Model

Probit, Logit, LPM regression 

models -> robustly assess the 

impact of gender and traditional 

gender attitudes on migration 

intentions among Kyrgyz youth.
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Empirical Methodology: Model and Data

▪ Data: 

✓ Secondary Data. 

✓ Life in Kyrgyzstan Study 2019

✓ A cross-sectional data: several 

variables are recorded at the 

same time.

✓ Youth questionnaire: 

introduced in Wave 6 in 2019, 

individuals aged 14-17. 

✓ Individual questionnaire: 2019, 

individuals aged 18-24



• young person’s intentions to migrate (likelihood)

Variables of Interest:

• Gender Attitudes (Uni bias and Gender Roles)

• Trust in Institutions (Education and Government)

• Job Market Perceptions

Control Variables:

• Household Income (TI)

• Education Level

• Household Size

• Migrants in Household: Migration History in Family

• Urban vs. Rural Residence

• Regional Disparities

• Security Discontent

Dependent Variable: 

Independent Variables:

LPM (standardized beta coefficients)
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LPM (standardized beta coefficients) -> allows to compare 

the relative importance of variables regardless of their 

original units or scales (sd=1). 

Quantitative Method
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Descriptive statistics

Source:  Ashurova (2025)
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Descriptive statistics

Source:  Ashurova (2025)

The analysis reveals a clear pattern: those who 

strongly disagree with the statement show the highest 

percentage of migration intention (12.42%), indicating 

that rejecting traditional gender norms may motivate 

women to seek better opportunities abroad. 
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Results: Data Analysis

Source:  Ashurova (2025)
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Results

Source:  Ashurova (2025)



• The study finds strong gender disparities 

in migration intentions (1:Ha).

• The findings confirm that societal and 

familial expectations serve as barriers to 

female migration​ (2:Ha).

• Women face social and cultural barriers 

limiting their intention to migrate.

• Men migrate primarily for economic 

reasons, driven by financial 

responsibilities.

• Economic hardship remains a key driver 

for male migration, reinforcing gendered 

labor expectations. 15

Conclusion

Source: UN, World Youth Report 2013: Youth and Migration



▪ Limitations of the Study

Data Constraints

• Cross sectional data - 2019 Life 

in Kyrgyzstan data may not 

reflect recent migration trends.

• Small sample size.

• Unobserved factors (e.g., 

personal aspirations, family 

dynamics) could influence 

decisions but are not directly 

measured.

16

Conclusion

▪ Future Research Direction

• Expand Data (more waves in 

LiK). 

• Use larger, more recent datasets 

for better representation.

• Incorporate panel data or 

instrumental variable (IV) 

methods to address endogeneity.



• Reduce regional disparities by 

investing in infrastructure, agriculture, 

and local industries.

• Engage more youth in policymaking to 

address their concerns and improve 

policy responsiveness.

Economic Development & 

Institutional Trust

• Expand migration datasets with 

gender-disaggregated, transparent, 

and open data for better policy 

formulation.

• Improve research methodologies.

Strengthening Research & Data-

Driven Policy

• Shift the policy perspective from 

migration as a problem to 

migration as an opportunity for 

national development.

• Invest in youth innovation 

centers more in rural areas.

Framing Migration as an 

Opportunity

Policy Recommendations
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