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LiK Study

• LiK Study, the longest panel study in Central Asia, is a research-based 

multi-topic longitudinal survey of households and individuals in 

Kyrgyzstan. 

• It tracks the sample of over 8000 individuals from initial 3000 

households over time from all regions. 

• Data collected at community, household and individual levels …

• …on topics of demographics, assets, expenditure, migration, 

employment, agricultural markets, shocks, social networks, 

subjective well-being, and other topics.

• The survey was first conducted in 2010 and it has been repeated five 

times in 2011-2013, 2016 and 2019. 

• The data is freely available for research and teaching



Panel design

• All persons who took part in the first wave of the survey 

in 2010 are to be surveyed in the following waves. 

• Hence, we track individuals, not households. 

• In case of within-country mobility, the respective person 

is to be followed and new household members are also 

included in the sample. 

• Persons joining into an existing LiK household are to be 

surveyed and tracked. 
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The sample geography

• Original survey sample of 3000 households (1750 rural) from 120 

communities was drawn in 2010 by stratified random two-stage 

sampling based on 2009 Census

• Data is nationally representative and at the rural/urban and 

North/South levels



The Sample Dynamics
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Questionnaire 2010 2011 2012 2013 2016 2019

Community 120 120 120 120 120 175

Household 3,000 2,862 2,816 2,586 2,529 2,323

Agriculture 1,813 1,632

Individual 8,160 8,065 8,177 7,681 8,094 7,083

Youth 706

Total # of interviews 11,280 11,047 11,113 10,387 12,557 11,938



• Broad consultations with the extended team and 
research/development institutions.

• Paper-based questionnaires in 2010-2016; CAPI in 2019

• Interviews are in two languages: Kyrgyz and Russian. 

• “Core” modules are asked in all waves; “special” modules 
added if needed. 

• In 2016 the household questionnaire was divided into two 
parts by introducing an agricultural questionnaire in order to 
collect detailed information on farming.

• In 2019, a youth questionnaire was introduced to interview 
individually household members aged 14-17.

 

Development of Questionnaires



Topics in LiK 2019 wave

Community-level questionnaire:

1) General community information

2) Prices for food products

Household-level questionnaire:

1) Household composition and children

2) Housing and assets

3) Consumption and expenditure

4) Income sources

5) Migration

6) Shocks

7) Climate change

Agricultural questionnaire:

1) Land use (crops)

2) Livestock farming

3) Agricultural Information

4) Quality requirements
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Individual-level questionnaire:

1) Subjective well-being

2) Education, risk-taking, health, and 

nutrition

3) Labor market

4) Movements

5) Family and household

6) Security and vulnerability

7) Social life

Youth questionnaire:

1) Subjective well-being

2) Education and life skills

3) Labour market

4) Social life



• LiK collected once per year around Fall and Winter months (Sep-
Nov-Jan).

• Private survey company collects data 

• Sotseconik 2010-2013, 2016. 

• SIAR, 2019. 

• 80-120 enumerators overseen by 20-40 field supervisors. 

• Workload per enumerator is 25 households.

• Field works lasts two–three months.  

Field works



LiK user engagement for quality and capacity

LiK annual conferences:
Research discussion

Data user workshops
in Germany and Kyrgyzstan:

Capacity development

Website Student competitionsSocial media
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International academic Central Asian academic Data and development practitioners
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Over 400 registered data users at 178 

institutions in 35 countries



Over 40 peer-reviewed articles use LiK data

11

Agricultural Finance Review, American Political Science Review, Demography, 
Demographic Research, Economic Journal, Economics of Transition, Food Ssecurity, 
Journal of Comparative Economics, Journal of Development Studies, Problems of Post-
Communism, Social Science & Medicine, World Bank Research Observer, World 
Development. 



Some paper cases
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Welfare Effects of 

Smallholder Export 

Participation: 

Evidence from 

Panel Data in 

Kyrgyzstan (2023)
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