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Empirical Puzzle:

1) Nation and National Identities are dynamic. And Kyrgyzstan has been witnessed of this process.
Unlike other presidents, Sadyr Zhaparov's government deploys family and demographic
policies for the construetion of the National Identuties.

F.e: Decree “On the spiritual and moral development and physical education of the
indivichial ”; Naitional Program for the Preservation and Development of National Traditions
Sar 2022-2027; The concept af the Ministry of Education of the Kyrgyz Republic spivitual and

maral development and phyvsical education of students 2021




Empirical Puzzle:

2) Different Narratives between the State and the Population:

From the Perspective of the State: From the Perspeciive of the Population:
(Top-Down Approach - The Stare) {Bottom-Up Approach - The Society)
& People’s body belongs to the government. ¢ "My body belongs to me”

"the mast important direction of domestic policy is
the spivitual and physical education of citizens
through the assimilation of high moral standards,
Kyrgyz traditions, traditional family and social values,
a healthy lifestyle".(Decree on National Tradition
2022)

3) In the Iterature, Central Asia, furthenmore, has been mostly examined through the lens of geopolitics
{particularly under the competition of super and regional powers in the New Great Game). However,
biopolitics is an alternative to explain the stdy of the region, inclding Kyreyvzstas,

The Aim of the Research:

To explore why and how Zhaparov's government has been used to deploy the demographic
and family policies for the “ideal” representation of the (ethnic) Kyrgyz national identity (-
ies). More importantly, this study analyzes the (re-)eonstruction of the national identity
through biopolitics and governmentality in the Kyrgyz Republic.




Research Question:

Central Research Question:
¢ Why does Zhaparov’s government,
unlike the previous presidents in the
Kyrgye Republic, decided to deploy
biopolitical  instruments  for  the
construction of the national identity?

e SO/ - How does Zhaparov's
government regulate and manage the
human bodies of individuals for the
construction of national identity?

o 502 - How does Zhaparov's
government promote an “ideal”
representation of a nation through
f AL N N - B e ]

Hypothesis:

Unlike the previous presidents in the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Zhaparov's government has
legitimized its power, control, and authority over

as  lthe 'mullagrmrnl ol the anil
demographic policies, in the name ol’ "Ideal"
representation of the national identity.

Those sexualized and gendered (bis)policies and
programs now became  part ol the h}'lg\rr
pational  Identity and helped Zhaparov's
government to legitimize Its power and anthority.\

Under the “ideal® representation of the national
identity by political elites, citizens” bodies are
considered as the maln subject of state, indeed,
subject  of state control: the Zhaparov's
government  successfully  implemented through
varions policies and programs to control the
sexnal and gender aspects of its population.

Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks:

Biopolitics :

Biopolitics of

Governmentality:

Constroctivism:

This is a form of power based on the total control of all forms of
fuman life throngh complete observation and intervention in it reaches
the point of absurdity and tums the state into "the coldest of all hated
monsiers” {Foucanlt 2008, 3)

Governmentality argues that the final goal of the state is how the
citizens control ofher citizens and themselves, and how the government
becomes one and for everyone (Foucaunlt 1951, 91-113).

As the constructivists of state ontology claim, bebind every action of
the state lie ideclogical stmuchures that serve the interests of the
government (Feus and Smith 2013, 220), National identities are created by
pohitical elites, in particular, based on their own ideas and mferests,
Biopolitics became one of the strategies of power m the creation of
national identities
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Methods and Methodology

Poststructuralist
disconrse analysis

Text Coding: MA

Combining text Coding with
contextual analysis

Qualitative Method of Analysis:

Post-struchmalist dscourse analysis seeks to uncover the underdying power
strisctures and idealogies that shape haw dscourse s created and mterpreted
[Flansen 2013, 153

Text coding is a valble tool tor condiscting poststmctarlist disconrse analbysis
becanse it allvws researchers to systematically anabyze langnape pattems and
identify nndertymg power relations m a pasticular discourse(Gee 2014, 49-36),

By combineng textaal coding with combexheal analysis of broader social and
pnlir;r:a] comtents, reseanchers can W & nlcr_jm 1||r|e|=.1n|-di||¢ nl’hm‘kﬂgm@e
in meed to compineet secial reality and shape power relations(Gee 2014, 50-34).



Data Selection:

As the focus of the analysis 1s Zhaparov's government’s official national identity making, Hansen’s
three models for the poststructuralist discourse analysis is used. It focused on the official sources and
political leaders with political authority in the selection of the empirical data:

1. Speechesand texts are characterized by “a clear expression of both identity and politics™:

1. Texts and speeches are widely read and attended; and finally

1. Texts must have official authority to determine the political position (Hansen 2013,76).

Data Collection:

1)The official speeches by president Sadyr Zhaparov: (4) Speech by President Zhaparov on the
Independence Day of Kyrgyzstan on August 31, 2021 ; Speech by President Zhaparov on the Independence
Day of Kyvrgyzstan on August 31, 2022 ; Speech by president Zhaparov at the First People's Kurulta 2022
on November 25 Speech on Women's Day by president Zhaparov 2023,

2)Presidential decrees and State programs: (4) National Program for the Preservation and Development of
Watwonal Traditions for 2022-2027: Decree of the President Sadyr Taparov "On spintual and moral
development and physical education of the individual™ 2021; Decree “On additional measures for the
comprehensive study and popularization of the mlogy of the Manas epic™2021 ; The concept of the I‘-‘I“'I.i&"}" of
Education of the Kyrgyz Republic spiritual and moral development and physical education of students 2021,



Methodological Concerns:

The approach of poststructuralist discourse analysis does not rely on a canse-and-effect model
and does not adhere to positivist methodology. This 1s because the connection between identity
and policy 1s mterdependent, making it impossible to 1solate wentity as a variable that causes
outcomes (Hansen, 2013, 1-2).

Although discourse s not solely responsible for cansing events, this does not dimimish its
sigmificance. Discourse shapes what actions are feasible and what are not, enabling analysts to
determine the range of potential outcomes (Neumann, 2008).

Main Findings and Analysis




Results of the text coding:
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Analysis:
Fig.3Main Narratives and Coding Categories
1)Traditional society for the development of the state- is a society where national

Main Narratives traditions, values and history stand above all other “universal” laws (Zhaparov 2022b). To

/ create and protect the traditional society Kyrgyz government attempts;
-to promote epic of “Manas™

@ @] .
Traditional society for the Construction of Kyrgyz Family -Kyrgyz Language policies
development of the state and Childrearing

e The survival of Kyrgyzstan is connected with the conditions of traditions and values.
(G (G|
Formation of the“Ideal” Kyrgyz \L Internal and External "others" ® Biopolitics can lead to the creation of new traditions or the modification of existing

(G|

! g ones in order to better regulate or control populations (Agamben 2003,33-53),
"Ideal" National Education




2) Positioning External and Internal “Others™:

External “Others™: Democracy; Liberalism; Globalization

Internal “Others™: Opposition activists of the Kempir-Abad case; Previous
presidents of the KR

e Biopolitics has a strong moral and religious basis for building self-other
positioning (Makarychev & Yatsyk, 2017, 3-5).

® By covering certain rights in the name of the people, the state has a biopolitical
mechanism for deciding which lives will be considered as belonging to the
recognized community (Agamben 2020, 234-238)

3) Formation of the*Ideal” Kyrgyz Nation:

“The ideal of a national personality type is a personwha is: healthy, competent,
respecting and honoring the culture of his country, observing and respecting the ideals of
national education, the spiritual memory of the Kyrgys society”. (Concept for the spiritual
and physical education of the individual 2021)

o The final zoal of political elites, in particular when they create identities, is to create a society
that 15 easy to manage. However, the population itself, without noticing it, becomes the subject
of the state and contributes in the implementation of these goals (Foncault 1991.91-113).

& As aresult, an “obedient” personality appears, and this means that the approach of the national
struchure of the Zhaparov’s state has been brought to the most personal.




(13 kel - .
4) Construction of Kyrgyz Family and Childrearing 5)“Ideal” National Education

“The priovin of promaoting traditional fanily values as the cowntry's maii resowrce” (Decree On
Natiewial Tradition 2022) .
5. 1)Spiritual Education: "... a person who reads, knows and understands moral novms, is able

The success of the state in the discourse of the Kyrzyz government is directly related to family life. The fe control his behavior ... Spivituality protecis umanity from the effects of impurity, jusi as
government is mlerested i analyzmg the mechanisms of power through various methods, agencies, groups, elothing protects the human body from heat and eold” (Coneept Tor the spiritual and physical
and even those that are very loosely connected to the state, such as the family (Foncault 1991, 101-113). education of the individual 2021).

The concern Qfl'ﬁmﬁmri.ﬁ-‘ s fer .’Jrirrg up “the fJu_q-' 15 a veal K_w‘g\: fm}', cined r‘f.legirf €I85 0 ren.rgirf"

wsing the heritage af the Kvrgvs tradition and values about raising a child (The Progvan on National The ulumate goal of the state 1s 1o create “sell-control”™ in the population - which contributes o

Tradition of Kyrgyzstan 2022-2027), the strengthening and diversity of power.

“Sexuality™ and “Gender” are problematized as a "problem of power™ and through instrumental reason in the
control of sexuality, power increased and strengthened (Foucault 1999). The legitimization of this approach
of the state is to protect segments of the population considered particularly vulnerable-children(Foucanlt
1999k 33-34).




5)“Ideal” National Education

5. 2) Physical Education: “Physical education is a specially organized pedagogical
process atmed at impraving human health based on the full development of his physical
gualities . (Concept for the spiritual and physical education of the individual 2021).

Citizens’ bodies become the center of the discourse of the physical education of the
individual. This 1s the direct basis of biopolitics - where the "bodies" of people are
regulated by the state. Penetrating into the private lives of people, regulating their
bodies, and justifying themselves by “protecting the nation™ and the population, the
Kyrgyz state politicizes the people’s “body™.

Concluding Remarks:

The Research Question(-s) of the Study:

Why does Fhaparov's government, wmlike the previous

presidents in the Kyrgyz Republic, decided to  deploy

hiapolitical instruments for the construction of the national
idenity?

S0 - How does Zhaparov s government regulate and
mariage the human bodies of individuals for the construction
aof national identity?

8502 -How does Zhaparav s govermment promote an “ideal ™
representation of a nation theangh biopelitics and
governmentality.

Main points from the Analysis:

By promoting traditional family values and traditional
sociery concepts, Zhaparov's government becomes the
sociery’s defender and regulates the people's bodies. in
order to expand and stabilise its power.

The bedy is created as a iranslocal boundary and a
central node around which the imaginary traditional
society stabilizes.

In the traditicnal society of Zhaparov's govermment, an
“Ideal” individual is one that has received a particular
gendered and sexnalized education, which enables it to
exercise self-control. By managing self-control of the
population Zhaparov's govermment is aimed to
strengthen and stabilise it°s power,



Thank you very much.
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